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Fragment of a statue of a male saint (presumably St.
John the Evangelist) - Perhaps fragments from a
former Crucifixion scene

Artist Workshop in Szepes County (follower of Pal Lécsei)
Origin date around 1500
Inventory No. 56.846

Description

19x19x12cm

The statue is made of wood and sawed off at the knees. The type of depiction and the gesture of the hands raised to
the face, expressing pain, strongly suggest that the work is a representation of St. John the Evangelist. Presumably it
was the companion piece to the Mary of Sorrows statue (inv. no. 56.843), both belonging to the same composition.
The entire surface of the statue is strongly abraded. Of the original polychrome, the gilding of the cloak; the blue, the
green lustre and the red of the tunic; and the skin colour on the face and neck are clearly discernible. In many places
the wood is very damaged. Furthermore, the figure’'s left arm is missing and several folds in the chest and belly
areas are broken. The elbow and the drapery covering it were roughly carved with a roughing gouge or small ax. On
the left, from the shoulders to the hips, evidence can also be seen of deliberate defacement. A tooking plane was
used to create a rough, flat surface on the back. Restorers’ examinations of the surviving layers of paint revealed
these were original, with no signs of later repainting.

Proveniencia
Ipolyi Collection. ‘193. Low relief wooden statue of John the Evangelist. Cut off at the knees. Domestic (Hungarian).
No. XV." (Lakatos-Balla 290).

Restauralas
Attila Ferenczy, 1994-95
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56.843 Fragment of a statue of a female saint (presumably Mary of Sorrows)
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