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Carrying the Cross 
detail from the feast-day side of a movable wing – Calvary Altar from
Garamszentbenedek

Artist Tamás Kolozsvári (Thomas de Coloswar)
Origin date 1427
Origin place Buda?
Material pine
Technique tempera
Sizes magasság: 87 cm

szélesség: 68,5 cm
Inventory No. 54.5

Description
87 x 68.5 cm

Eight panel paintings have survived from the former Calvary Altar in Garamszentbenedek. The central image showed
the Crucifixion  of  Christ.  On the  inner  side  of  the  movable  wings  were  four  scenes  from the Passion,  while  on  the
workday side miraculous episodes from the lives of saints were originally presented. The missing lower painting on
the outer left wing may have depicted a scene from the legend of St. Peter. The removal of the workday sides from
the  feast-days  sides  was  probably  commissioned  by  János  Simor  and  was  carried  out  in  Vienna.  At  that  time
neo-Gothic  frames  were  made  for  the  paintings.  Éva  Galambos  has  posited  that  the  missing  panel  was  destroyed
when the works were sawed apart, a view supported by the serious damage suffered by the surviving paintings of
the left  altarpiece wing. The predella of the altar was destroyed in the fire in the Primate’s Palace in Esztergom in
1905. Ferenc Storno’s copy of the predella inscription, which provided the name of the painter and the patron, the
year it was made and a lot of other information, was published by Nándor Knauz. According to recent art historical
research, the altarpiece did not belong to the furnishings of the Benedictine abbey of Garamszentbenedek but rather
to that of the village’s parish church of St. Giles.

Provenance
Acquired  by  Prince  Primate  János  Simor  from Garamszentbenedek  around  1870,  and  later,  in  1875,  housed  in  the
newly opened Primate’s Gallery.

Restauration
The historicizing modifications added in the last decades of the 19th century, probably in Vienna, were painted over
in 1915 by Sebestyén Endrődy. Around 1930-1940, this overpainting was removed by Lajos Nikássy. In 1958-59 and
1962 Dezső Varga cradled the backs of the panels, stabilized the blistering paint layers, and filled in and retouched
the paint in several places. In 1972-72, new frames were made for the paintings as a part of preparations for the new
permanent exhibition.
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Related works
54.3 The Crucifixion
54.4 Christ on the Mount of Olives
54.6 The Resurrection of Christ
54.7 The Ascension of Christ
54.8 The Wheat Miracle of St Nicholas
54.10. St. Giles and the Miraculous Doe 
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