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Nativity

Artist Pietro Paolo Agabiti
Sassoferrato, 1470 koril - Cupramontana, 1540

Origin date 1534

Material wooden panel
Technique oil, tempera
Sizes magassag: 215 cm

szélesség: 124 cm

Signature Jelezve lent jobbra, a sziklan levé papirlapon: ,Opera aeraelitto
[?] lassata per giuliano ab ceccolino e do piermario até francesca
séi fratelli curatori [?] ... f olvashatatlan : 1534, pietro pa olo
agabito depinxit”

Inventory No. 80.1154

Description

Agabiti was a conservative and provincial master from the Marches, who even in the first half of the sixteenth
century did not adopt the innovations of the Cinquecento in his paintings, but continued to preserve the style of the
previous century. In addition to the names of the patron and the painter, the inscription on our painting also gives
the date 1534 (or 15327). The Esztergom Nativity is the master’s last dated work, and an important document of his
late period.

The awkward modelling of the figures, the laboured draughtsmanship and the heavy contours clearly reveal a
provincial quality, yet this also contributes to the painting’s appeal. The large panel is not without vivid painterly
details, such as the log columns, the decaying boards of the roof, the huge rock formations, the barrel and bundle
hung from a branch, or the rolled-up blanket beneath the head of Jesus.

Agabiti also sought to make the landscape in the background — the setting of the Annunciation to the Shepherds —
varied and engaging. Although his attempt to convey emotional content is primitive and raw, it is not entirely
unsuccessful: he painted the praying Virgin and Joseph’s devotion as he leans on his staff with naive charm. Vilmos
Tatrai, 1993.

Provenance
Transferred to the museum in the early 1960s from the VAaci Street church of the Institute of the Conragatio Jesu,
Budapest.
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