
Keresztény Múzeum – online katalógus
https://katalogus.keresztenymuzeum.hu

Prophet Jeremiah

Artist Circle of Duccio di Buoninsegna
documented in Siena, 1278 - Siena, 1318/1319

Type painting
Material wooden panel
Technique tempera, gilded, silver plated
Sizes magasság: 27,2 cm

szélesség: 21,6 cm
vastagság: 1,1 cm

Inventory No. 55.134

Description
This outstanding painting was once the right-hand gable panel of a polyptych. The identity of the prophet, turned to
the  left  and  pointing  downwards—formerly,  no  doubt,  towards  the  Virgin  and  Child—is  indicated  by  the  prophecy
inscribed  on  the  scroll  he  holds,  alluding  to  Christ’s  sacrifice:  “But  I  was  like  a  gentle  lamb  led  to  the  slaughter”
(Jeremiah  11:19).  The  facial  type  and the  forms,  modelled  with  greenish  underpainting  and emphasized  by  strong
contrasts of light and shade, still preserve the Byzantine tradition. By contrast, the drapery, painted with subtle tonal
transitions, and the rich handling of the folds reveal an awareness of the formal language of Gothic art; this is further
accentuated  by  the  dynamic  line  of  the  narrow  gold  band  running  along  the  garment’s  hem.  Jeremiah’s  head  is
covered by the much-worn, five-pointed headgear that distinguishes the Old Testament prophets. The painting was
produced  in  the  immediate  circle  of  Duccio,  the  Sienese  master  and  one  of  the  greatest  artists  of  the  Italian
Trecento. (Sallay Dóra, 2004)

Provenance
Simor collection. Purchased from the Bertinelli estate in Rome in 1878.

Restauration
1925 Endrődy Sebestyén
2003-2004 Menráth Péter
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