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Saint Thomas Aquinas

Artist Szoldatits, Ferenc
Vörösberény, 1820 - Róma, 1916

Type painting
Material canvas
Technique oil
Sizes magasság: 82 cm

szélesség: 62 cm
Signature Szoldatics Romae
Inventory No. 56.656

Description
The painting depicts the Christ  vision of  Saint Thomas Aquinas,  the Dominican theologian and scholastic Doctor of
the Church who was canonised in 1323. The radiant sun on his habit identifies him as the “Doctor of Truth” — Doctor
veritatis.  According  to  legend,  the  Crucified  Christ  confirmed  the  truth  of  Thomas’s  writings  from  the  Cross  with
words  of  approval.  Ferenc  Szoldatits  first  studied  at  the  Academy of  Fine  Arts  in  Vienna,  as  a  pupil  of  Joseph  von
Führich and Leopold Kupelwieser. From 1853 onward, he spent much of his creative life in Rome, where he joined the
Nazarene circle  of  artists  associated with Overbeck.  Throughout  his  long life,  he remained a representative of  this
religious style, which sought to renew art in the spirit of the Old Masters. This style won him the sympathy of many
ecclesiastical  patrons in  Hungary.  He was one of  the favourite  painters  of  Archbishop János Simor,  who purchased
several  of  his  works  and,  while  still  Bishop  of  Győr,  commissioned  Szoldatits  to  paint  his  portrait.  (Ildikó  Kontsek,
2015)

Provenance
Collection of János Simor

Exhibitions
• 2015 Meisterwerke ... , Diözesanmuseum, St. Pölten
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