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Assumption of the Virgin

Artist Pietro di Giovanni d’Ambrogio
Siena, 1410 - Siena, 1449

Origin date 1437-1440

Origin place Siena

Material wood

Technique tempera, gold
Sizes magassag: 100 cm

szélesség: 65,5 cm
vastagsag: 2,9 cm

Inventory No. 55.185

Description

Representations of the Assumption of the Virgin were highly popular in fifteenth-century Siena. This was due to the
special veneration shown by the city’s famous Franciscan saint, Saint Bernardino, who lived in the first half of the
fifteenth century, for an image of this subject.

The fresco in question, now destroyed, may have been painted a century earlier by one of Siena’s greatest painters,
Simone Martini, above the entrance to the outer gate (antiporto) of the Porta Camollia, leading northwards towards
Florence. According to contemporary accounts, Saint Bernardino often went there to pray before the image; indeed,
he also commissioned a copy of it for the high altar of the church of the Observant Franciscan monastery he had
founded. The subject was painted by almost every contemporary master. In these works, Mary rises heavenwards
through a ring of music-making angels, where she is received by God the Father. Below appears the figure of Saint
Thomas, who asked the Virgin for proof of her miraculous Assumption. In response to his disbelief, Mary loosened her
girdle and cast it down to him from heaven. The girdle became the most famous Marian relic, and is today the
treasured possession of Prato Cathedral. (Déra Sallay)

Provenance
Simor Collection. Purchased from the Bertinelli estate in Rome in 1878.

Exhibitions
* 1930 London, Royal Akademy of Arts, "Exhibition of Italian Art 1200-1900"
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