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Virgin and Child

Artist Pesellino (Francesco di Stefano)
Florence, c. 1422  - 1457

Origin date 15th century
Type painting
Material wood
Technique tempera, gold
Sizes magasság: 60 cm

szélesség: 36,6 cm
vastagság: 3 - 3,1 cm

Inventory No. 55.187

Description
This Madonna belongs among Pesellino’s late works and was painted shortly before his death. The artist placed the
group of Mother and Child before an ambitiously rendered Renaissance niche of red marble. The strong light entering
from the left emphasises the spatial depth of the background architecture and highlights the bodies, depicted with
anatomical  precision.  The  refined  elegance  of  the  representation,  as  well  as  several  of  its  motifs  —  such  as  the
extremely delicate veils and the haloes rendered as translucent crystal discs adorned with golden dots — derive from
the art of Filippo Lippi. Pesellino’s Madonnas with their sorrowful gaze were already highly popular in his own time.
An autograph version of this painting is preserved in the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, and numerous
copies were also made. In Florence, an entire workshop specialised in imitating the Madonnas of Lippi and Pesellino,
copying them for several decades with the aid of transfer cartoons. Dóra Sallay, 2002 — website

Provenance
Simor Collection. Purchased from the Bertinelli estate in Rome in 1878.

Restauration
1916 Endrődi Sebestyén
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