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Archangel Raphael with Tobias and Saint Jerome

Artist Neri di Bicci
Florence, 1419 - Florence, 1492

Origin date 15th century
Type painting
Material wood
Technique tempera, gold
Sizes magasság: 34,8 cm

szélesség: 25,7 cm
vastagság: 0,9 - 1 cm

Inventory No. 55.178

Description
Neri  di  Bicci  was  a  popular  and  exceptionally  prolific  minor  master  of  fifteenth-century  Florentine  painting.  As  the
head of a family workshop active for several generations, he produced conservative paintings over many decades,
showing  little  stylistic  change.  This  small  panel  painting,  which  survives  in  several  versions  and  in  one  almost
identical copy as well (Florence, Museo Horne), recounts the biblical story in which Tobias sets out on a long journey
under the protection of the Archangel Raphael in order to recover the family wealth deposited elsewhere, while also
finding  a  cure  for  his  father’s  blindness  in  the  gall  of  a  miraculous  fish.  Raphael  enjoyed  great  veneration  in  the
fifteenth-century mercantile city on the banks of the Arno; a religious confraternity also bore his name. According to
the most widely accepted view, these small paintings were created for votive purposes: wealthy merchant families
may have commissioned them for their sons setting out on distant business journeys, whom they thus commended
to the angel’s protection. This interpretation is also supported by the inscription preserved on a painting of the same
subject: Raphael medicinalis mecum sis perpetualis et sicut fuisti cum Thobia semper mecum sis in via — “Healing
Raphael, be with me forever, and as you were with Tobias, be always with me on the road!” (painting by Giovanni da
Piamonte, San Giovanni Valdarno, Museo della Basilica). In these paintings, the pair of Raphael and Tobias is often
accompanied by another  saint—here Saint  Jerome—who may appear  as  the personal  patron saint  of  the travelling
youth. (Sallay Dóra)

Provenance
Simor collection. Purchased from the Bertinelli estate in Rome in 1878

Restauration
1916 Endrődi Sebestyén
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