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The Building of the Tower of Babel

Artist Michiel Coxcie (design)
Origin date around 1550
Origin place Bruxelles
Type tapestry
Material wool
Technique woven
Sizes magasság: 182 cm

szélesség: 292 cm
Inventory No. 1958.7.1

Description
This  tapestry,  depicting  the  biblical  construction  of  the  Tower  of  Babel,  is  severely  damaged  and  has  been
supplemented with canvas. In both the foreground and the background of the fragment, work on the building of the
tower is in progress. On the right, the bearded man wearing a turban is Nimrod, the overseer of the construction. On
the left, a man about to strike with a stick urges on two burden-bearers. At the centre of the fragment stands a figure
seen from the back, loading bricks. Judging by the monumentality of the figures, the tapestry must originally have
been  much  larger,  both  in  height  and  width.  On  the  left,  traces  of  the  border  can  still  be  discerned;  on  the  right,
however, the abruptly cut-off male hand suggests that the scene originally continued beyond the surviving fragment.
The missing areas of the tapestry have been completed with painted reconstruction.

Provenance
Ipolyi Arnold gyűjteménye (?)
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