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Prophet Isaiah

Artist Circle of Duccio di Buoninsegna
documented in Siena, 1278 - Siena, 1318/1319

Origin date between 1310-1320

Material wood
Technique tempera, gold
Sizes magassag: 27 cm
szélesség: 21 cm
Inscription [ISJAYAS CORPUS MEUM DEDI PERCUTIENT[IBUS]

Inventory No. 55.135

Description

The painting originally had a semicircular termination and was later enlarged into a rectangular format. It must once
have belonged to the gable section of a polyptych, and, judging from the posture of the figure, it was probably
placed on the right-hand side, together with other prophets. The Latin text on the scroll held in his hand, following
the prophet’s name written in red letters, quotes the sixth verse of the fiftieth chapter of the Book of Isaiah:
“[ISJAYAS CORPUS MEUM DEDI PERCUTIENT[IBUS]” — “Isaiah: | gave my body to those who struck me.” In the
complete Old Testament passage, Christian theologians saw a prophecy of Christ’s Passion: “I gave my back to those
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; | did not hide my face from shame and spitting.”
We cannot know which saintly figure Isaiah’s half-length image accompanied on the altarpiece, but there can be little
doubt that the central panel represented the Madonna enthroned with the Christ Child. Following Duccio, the great
renewer of Sienese painting, the master gave force to the sombre prophecy not only through the pronounced arches
of the eyebrows and nose, but also through the beard and the undulating, spreading locks of hair. (Tatrai Vilmos,
2015)

Provenance
Arnold Ipolyi’'s Purchase from the Ramboux estate in Cologne, 1867

Restauration
1984 Laurentzy Méaria
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