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Apostle Saint Andrew

Artist Sienese Painter
Origin date around 1310
Material wood
Technique tempera

Inventory No. 55.157

Description

Against a gold background, the older male saint is shown standing frontally in three-quarter length. His suggestive
gaze and strongly marked features are emphasized by sharp contrasts of light and shade. Between the dark eyes,
above the straight nose, is a pronounced forked wrinkle on the forehead. The locks of the hair and beard enhance the
plasticity of the head. The halo is decorated with rosettes set within lozenges and accompanied by acanthus leaves.
The saint wears a cinnabar-red garment with broad sleeves and a semicircular neckline, and a greenish-grey mantle.
The mantle falls over the shoulders in soft folds, leaving the raised right arm free. In his left hand the apostle holds
the edge of his mantle and a closed book with a red cover. This hand, and still more the book, are rendered
plastically, whereas the right hand and the body as a whole remain planar. It was this apparent contradiction that led
scholars to propose differing attributions. (Prokopp Maria, 1993)

Provenance
Purchased by Archbishop Janos Simor in Rome before 1878.

Restauration
1961 Varga Dezs6
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