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The Holy Family with Saint Catherine of Alexandria
and Saint John the Baptist

Artist Marco Palmezzano
Forli, 1458/63 - Forli, 1539

Origin date 1529

Material wood
Technique oil
Sizes magassag: 83,3 cm

szélesség: 65 cm

Signature Jelezve jobbra lent a cartellinén: ,Marchus palmezanus |
foroliuiensis fatiebat | MCCCCXX9”

Inventory No. 55.222

Description

A fragmentary surviving version of the same composition is preserved in the storeroom of the Museum of Fine Arts,
Budapest, while another variant — in which Saint Sebastian appears with Saint Catherine — is likewise a treasure of
the Christian Museum. The dates are no longer legible on these two variants, and so we do not know how much
earlier or later they were painted than the 1529 version reproduced here. It may be assumed that Palmezzano and
his workshop continued to use the same compositional schemes for several years whenever these proved successful
among patrons.

Marco Palmezzano’s finest works date from the few years immediately before and after the turn of the century. At
that time, the lessons he had learned from Melozzo da Forli were still fresh in his mind, and his paintings attained a
high artistic level through their clear spatial construction, brilliant colours, and plastic force. In later years the
painter, who worked mostly in Forli, no longer reached the standard represented, for example, by the Coronation of
the Virgin in the Brera, Milan. The structural rigour of his compositions loosened; he often fell into mannered
self-repetition, and his art assumed a somewhat provincial character. Without being touched by the innovations of
the Cinquecento, he remained throughout his career a continuator of the Paduan, Venetian, and Ferrarese
Quattrocento traditions.

In this late work, before the adoring Virgin, the Christ Child sits on a parapet covered with green drapery, pointing
towards heaven. On the left stands Saint Catherine, holding a book and a palm branch; on the right, emphasized by
the motif of the corniced pier and the coloured marble column, and set apart from the other figures, Saint Joseph
looks out at us with a grave, prophetic gaze. Between Mary and Saint Catherine appears the figure of the infant John
the Baptist. Despite the interrelation of gestures and glances, the five figures do not form a true group; rather, they
seem like busts placed beside and behind one another. The landscape in the background is drawn with somewhat
greater liveliness, with curving hills and an evocative detail of a church emerging among trees with dense foliage.
Vilmos Téatrai, 1993.

Provenance
Simor collection. Purchased from the Bertinelli estate in Rome in 1878.
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