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The Holy Family

Artist Antiveduto Gramatica
Siena, 1570/71 – Rome, 1626

Origin date around 1620
Type painting
Material canvas
Technique oil
Sizes magasság: 114 cm

szélesség: 142 cm
Inventory No. 55.312

Description
The Esztergom Holy Family may be understood as a symbol of the earthly Trinity: the Christ Child reaches towards
Mary, yet looks at Saint Joseph. The two monumental figures, conceived as a unified group, are perfectly linked by
the movement of the stepping Child and by the hands that hold him. In the blessing, stepping figure of Jesus in the
Karlsruhe painting, the blessing Christ of the Resurrection is evoked.
In  the  earliest  publications,  the  work  was  attributed  to  the  Neapolitan  painter  Andrea  Vaccaro.  Antiveduto  della
Grammatica was a contemporary of Caravaggio, and his art occupies an important place among the Roman followers
of  the  great  Lombard  master.  Although  he  worked  in  Rome,  this  painting,  which  comes  from a  former  Neapolitan
collection and was recorded in the 1715 inventory of the Capece de Zurlo princely family as an “overdoor depicting
the  Flight  of  the  Holy  Family”,  suggests  that  he  may  also  have  been  active  in  Naples  (R.  Ruotolo,  in  Napoli
nobilissima XII, 1973, pp. 119, 145–153).
The Virgin is seated before a deep reddish-brown background; the Christ Child steps onto her lap and turns towards
Saint Joseph, who embraces him from the right. The painting is dominated by tones of blue, red, ochre and brown. A
sharp chiaroscuro effect, reminiscent of the Lombard master, prevails in this work. The classically regular features of
Mary  can  be  recognised  in  several  paintings  by  Antiveduto,  including  the  Holy  Family  with  Saint  Anne  in  the
Staatliche Kunsthalle, Karlsruhe, painted around the same time, circa 1618–1620.
Éva Nyerges, 2015.
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