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Adoration of the Magi

Detail of a movable wing of an altarpiece from Aranyosmarot.

Artist Master trained in Vienna
Origin date 1460-1470

Type panel painting

Material pine

Technique tempera

Sizes magassag: 107,5 cm

szélesség: 59 cm
mélység: 0,8 cm
Inventory No. 55.22

Description
107.5 x 59 x .8 cm (without the frame), 115 x 65 (with the frame)

The Adoration of the Magi appeared on the inner, feast-day side of the movable wing of a winged altarpiece. The
workday-side scene on the reverse of the panel, which was sawed off, showed Twelve-Year-Old Jesus in the Temple
(55.23).

The composition, facial types, the movements of the figures, and the spatial relationships recall the painterly milieu
of Hans Pleydenwurff. A close stylistic analogy to this picture is a work depicting the same theme in the Frankische
Galerie in Kronach (MA3419), which researchers have attributed to an assistant or family member of Pleydenwurff.
Another analogous work is a painting of the Adoration of the Magi (Kremsmiunster, Stiftsgalerie), dated to around
1460-70 by a painter referred to as the Master of Wartberg. The analogies demonstrate clearly the stylistic
connections of these panels that arrived in Esztergom from Aranyosmarét: the influence of Pleydenwurff’ and his
circle certainly reached the painter via Vienna.

Provenance

The panel was purchased along with its sawed-off reverse showing the Twelve-Year-Old Jesus in the Temple and two
other panels (55.20/55.21) for 1000 gold crowns by Prince Primate Janos Csernoch (cf. the registry of the office of the
archbishop) from the Roman Catholic parish of Aranyosmarét between 1913 and 1916. Before 1911, the four panels
hung in the parish of Aranyosmarét. They may very well have come from the private collection of Kristéf Migazzi after
Migazzi purchased them and other works in the environs of Vienna.

Restauration
Walter Madarassy and Szilvia Hernady (Adoration of the Magi), 1985.
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55.23 Disputation in the Temple
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