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Last Supper

Artist Molnar C. Pal
Battonya, 1894 - Budapest, 1981

Origin date 1936
Origin place Budapest

Material canvas

Technique oil

Sizes magassag: 146 cm
szélesség: 146 cm

Signature MCP 1936

Inventory No. 83.1206

Description

During the period between the two World Wars, artists were supported by state scholarships that enabled them to
spend extended periods of study in Rome. One of the openly acknowledged aims of this support was the renewal of
ecclesiastical art. In this way, creative artists were trained who, equipped with art-historical knowledge, were able to
fulfil church commissions at a contemporary artistic standard. Pal Molnar C. lived in Rome between 1928 and 1931.
After his return, he painted altarpieces and murals in several churches. Following the Communist takeover, however,
he received hardly any further commissions. The distinctive optics of this Last Supper scene, viewed from above,
presents the apostles seated around Jesus as if seen through the viewing aperture of a peep-box. The concentric
circles of the interior arrangement narrow inward, culminating in the Host of the Eucharist. The essential,
matter-of-fact mode of representation associated with the “New Objectivity” directs attention to the very core of the
depicted story.
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Provenance
Gift of the artist’s heirs
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