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Snuffbox

with trompe-I'ceil decoration

Origin date 1740 (?)
Origin place French (?)

Material copper
Technique enamelled
Sizes magassag: 3,3 cm

atméré: 6,0x4,7 cm
Inventory No. 55.192.1

Description

A rectangular box decorated on all sides. The decoration consists of scattered letters, envelopes, a book, a sheet of
music, and fragmentary inscriptions, with the exception of the clearly legible words: “Catilina, tragédie, 1740.”
Crébillon’s drama Catilina, tragédie was first performed in Paris in 1748. The imagery alludes to private life, politics,
and literature alike, but contains few concrete references, making it difficult to interpret.

Provenance
San Marco-Naké collection
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