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Decorative button for mente

Origin date 19th century (?)
Origin place Hungary
Material silver, gemstone
Technique cast, gilded, painted enamel
Sizes átmérő: 3,3 cm
Inventory No. 55.26.1

Description
A six-pointed star-shaped ornament. Each of the projecting arms terminates in a set garnet, while the bases of the
arms are decorated with turquoises set in silver rosettes and with cast leaves. The mente is an outer coat of varying
length  worn  as  part  of  both  men’s  and  women’s  ceremonial  Hungarian  dress.  Its  origins  are  linked  partly  to  the
Hungarian  sense  of  Eastern  identity  and  partly  to  the  traditions  of  the  mounted  hussars.  It  became  particularly
widespread  as  ceremonial  attire  during  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries,  when  it  was  worn  by  the
patriotically  minded  aristocracy  on  important  occasions.  The  mente  was  accompanied  by  a  matching  jewellery
garniture, which could include an aigrette for the kalpag, a mente fastening, a sword belt, spurs, an ornamental belt
and a set of buttons.
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