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Decorative button for mente
Courier’s button

Origin date 17th century

Origin place Hungary

Material silver, gemstone, perl
Technique gilded, cast, openwork
Sizes magassag: 2,8 cm

atmérd: 2,8 cm
Inventory No. 55.28.1

Description

Drum-shaped mente button. Its cylindrical core is enclosed by an openwork cast casing. On the sides, anchor-shaped
elements alternate with stylized heart-shaped forms. On the top are twelve branching rods, each ending in a claw
setting alternately holding either a turquoise or a pearl. At the centre, a turquoise stone is set in a box setting within
a six-pointed star. The button can be unscrewed and contains an inner compartment suitable for concealing secret
messages. Couriers could take advantage of this feature discreetly.
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