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Triptych of the Dormition of the Virgin

Artist Painter  trained  in  Vienna  (influenced  by  the
Master of the Albert Altar)

Origin date around 1450
Material wood
Technique tempera
Inventory No. 56.492

Description
The  central  image  of  the  altarpiece  shows  the  Dormition  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  while  the  inner  side  of  the  left  wing
shows Christ on the Mount of Olives and the Crucifixion, and the outer side displays the archangel Gabriel from the
Annunciation. The right wing shows the Crucifixion and the Resurrection of Christ on the inner side, and on the outer
Mary  from  the  Annunciation.  On  the  reverse  of  the  central  image,  various  charcoal  drawings  can  be  discerned:  a
head,  an  article  of  clothing  with  many  buttons,  and  a  detail  of  a  tower  with  climbing  plants.  In  Blasius  Höfel’s
collection it was assembled with a wing depicting St. Catherine of Alexandria, another showing St. Barbara (55.108,
55.109) and a predella with a depiction of the Crucifixion (55.110). The predella could not have belonged originally to
the  altarpiece,  but  the  two  panels  showing  female  saints  may  have  comprised  the  stationary  wings;  their
corresponding dimensions support this supposition.

Provenance
Acquired by Karl Lemann from Blasius Höfel in 1839 and then purchased by Arnold Ipolyi. “71. Tryptychon deszkán,
közepén Mária halála, szárnyain belül négy jelenet a passióból, kívül az angyali üdvözlet, XIV. sz. vége (?) olasz, igen
erősen átfestve.” (Lakatos-Balla-2012 291)/‘71. Triptych affixed to a board. In the middle the Dormition of Mary; on
the interior of the wings four scenes from the Passion, on the exterior the Annunciation, end of the 14th c. (?) Italian,
substantially overpainted.’/

Restauration
Dezső Varga, 1958
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Related works
55.108 St. Barbara. 
55.109 St. Catherine of Alexandria. 
55.110 Predella with scenes from the Life of Christ
56.495 Christ on the Mount of Olives/ Evagationes Spiritus. 
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