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Woman carrying holy oil

Artist Sculptor from Cologne
Origin date 1160–1180
Origin place Köln
Material poplar
Technique coulored, 
Sizes magasság: 91 cm

szélesség: 18,5 cm
mélység: 20 cm

Inventory No. 56.826

Description
The figure of the woman originally belonged to a Holy Sepulchre composition. The angel on a throne, once a part of
this same composition and positioned at the opposite end of the tomb, is now found in the collection of Berlin’s Bode
Museum. Both statues bear witness to the outstanding quality of sculpture in Cologne in the second half of the 12th
century. That the angel figure belonged to this composition was revealed in an exhibition at the Schnütgen Museum
in Cologne in 1975. Recently Tobias Kunz has attributed other works to the same workshop.
Like its companion in Berlin, the statue was originally polychrome; traces of paint can still be seen in the inner pleats.
The complete destruction of the paint layer was a result in part of the devastating fire of 1906 in the Primate’s Palace
and in part the improper restoration and cleaning carried out in 1933.

Provenance: 
János Simor bought the statue from Alexander Schnütgen in 1884.

Restoration: 
Lajos Nikássy, 1933; Dezső Varga, 2013 (treated for fresh insect damage)
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Proveniencia
Simor gyűjtemény. Vásárlás 1884-ben Alexander Schnütgentől (Köln)

Restaurálás
1933 Nikássy Lajos, 2013 Varga Dezső (friss rovarkár ellen kezelve).

Kiállítások
• 1875 Köln
• 1998 Mainz
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