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Nursing Madonna (Maria Lactans)

Artist German workshop (?)
Origin date around 1350
Material wood

Sizes magassag: 64 cm

szélesség: 41 cm
mélység: 16 cm
Inventory No. 56.827

Description

The statue of the enthroned Mary nursing her child may have been redesigned and repainted in the 18th-19th
centuries. A bird was placed in the nursing Virgin's right hand, which had once held her breast. The original,
presumably badly worn paint was removed, and the statue may have been somewhat re-carved and later completely
repainted. The work was repaired and repainted several times over the years. During restoration in the 1970s,
several layers of paint were removed. (This information is based on Péter Menrath’s oral account.)

Provenance:

Unknown. According to tradition, it belonged to the Ipolyi collection. However, the item cannot be identified with any
certainty in the collection’s published records. Kornél Divald believes the statue originated in Zélyom County,
although it appears that the information he provides does not relate to this statue. In Antal Kampis’s opinion, Janos
Simor purchased the statue in Cologne from Schniitgen. Dénes Radocsay supports a Hungarian origin for the statue
based solely on the tradition that it belonged to the Ipolyi collection.

Restoration:
In the 1970s Péter Menrath took off several thick layers of added paint and restored the original composition: the
bird was removed and Mary’s hand was returned to its original nursing gesture.
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Proveniencia

Ismeretlen. A hagyomany szerint az Ipolyi-gyljteménybdl, a gyljtemény kédzzétett jegyzékeiben azonban nem
azonosithatd biztonsdggal. Divald Kornél Zélyom megyébdl szarmaztatja, bar dgy tlnik, a k6zolt informacidk nem
szobrunkra vonatkoznak. Kampis Antal véleménye szerint Simor Janos Kbélnben Schniitgentél vasarolhatta. Radocsay
Dénes csak az Ipolyi-gyljteménybdl vald szarmazasra utald hagyomannyal tdmasztja ald a szobor magyar eredetét.

Restauralas
1970-es évek, Menrath Péter tobb, vastag atfestési rétegeket tisztitott le a szoborrél és visszadllitotta annak eredeti
kompoziciéjat: a madarat eltdvolitotta Méaria kezébdl, helyredllitotta az eredeti szoptaté kéztartast.
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