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Portrait of six apostles
Detail from the predella of a winged altarpiece

Artist Swabian workshop
Origin date 1480–1490
Technique tempera
Sizes magasság: 42,5 cm

szélesség: 67 cm
Inventory No. 55.446.1

Description
The  composition,  the  arrangement  of  the  apostles  in  groups,  the  communicative  gestures  and  facial  expressions
appear many times in predellas from Swabia, in the area in which Martin Schaffner was active. Perhaps the panel is
part of a composition like Hans Schüchlin’s predella in Tiefenbronn. The intact edges on all sides of the panel and the
balanced composition, however, suggest the panel depicting six apostles may not be a truncated, trimmed fragment
of  a  predella  itself  but  rather  may  have  comprised  one  of  the  movable  wings  of  a  predella.  (The  cradling  of  the
panel’s  verso  supports  this  supposition,  suggesting  work  could  have  been  a  double-sided  image  from  a  movable
wing.) 

Provenance:
 Ipolyi Collection. ‘175. Six apostles from the waist up. Gold ground, oil painting on a panel. 16th c. Fragment from
some predella.’ (Lakatos-Balla 275) (According to Boskovits/Mojzer-Mucsi 1964, its origins are unknown.)

Restoration:
 The panel,  however, bears traces of relatively early (perhaps from the first half  of the 19th century?) restorations
(retouches).

Bibliography
Genthon-1948,  121. – Mojzer-1958, 14. – Boskovits-Mojzer-Mucsi-1964, 160. – Mucsi-1975, 26/121.

Proveniencia
Ipolyi-gyűjtemény  “175.  Hat  apostol  derekáig.  Aranyalap,  olajfestmény  deszkán.  XVI.  sz.  Valamely  predella
töredéke.” (Lakatos-Balla 275) (Boskovits-Mojzer-Mucsi 1964  szerint ismeretlen származású)

Restaurálás
A táblán azonban viszonylag korai (talán a 20. század első feléből származó?) beavatkozások (festett kiegészítések)
nyomai észlelhetőek.
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• Magyarország műemléki topográfiája I. Esztergom 1. Esztergom műemlékei (összeállította:  Genthon István;
Budapest 1948), 121.
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