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Relief figure of St. Afra; on the reverse: a painted depiction
of St. Afra

Movable wing of a winged altarpiece

Artist Swabian workshop
Origin date 1490-1500
Material pine, linden
Technique tempera

Sizes magassag: 150 cm

szélesség: 64 cm
mélység: 7,5 cm
Inventory No. 56.910

Description

The former inner, feast-day side of an altarpiece wing shows the standing relief figure of St. Afra against a gold
background. The gold background was perhaps originally framed by a pair of columns that supported pierced vine
ornamentation. Today small fragments of this can be seen on the upper slat of the frame. The band under the
figure’s feet may have provided space for carved decoration or an inscription.

It was very unusual that a depiction of St. Afra appeared on the outer, workday side, too. The fragment of the blue
background behind the saint has survived only on the right side of the painting, where a part of the painted vine
ornamentation can also be seen above the figure.

Veneration of St. Afra was particularly widespread in the area of Augsburg and in Swabian territory. The stylistic
connections of the carving and the type of gold patterned background point to a Swabian workshop.

Provenance:

Ipolyi collection. “171. Oltarszekrény, egyik felén lapos domborm(: oszlophoz kétott ndi szent alakja (Szt. Afra),
aranyalapon, igen durvan atfestve. A hatlapon ugyanez a szent né festve, sotét kék alapon. XV.-XVI. sz. Erdsen
atjavitva.” /'171. Altarpiece shrine, a low relief on one side of the shrine: figure of a female saint tied to a column (St.
Afra), on a gold ground, very roughly painted. The same female saint is painted on the reverse, on a dark blue
ground. 15th-16th c. Extensively retouched.” (Lakatos-Balla-2012) The inventory record stating that Simor purchased
the work in 1884 from the Schnltgen collection is incorrect.

Restoration:
Zsuzsanna Szényi (relief side), 1982; Anna Maria Tarbay (painted side), 1985

Bibliography
Genthon-1948 152.

Proveniencia

Ipolyi gyljtemény. “171. Oltarszekrény, egyik felén lapos dombormu: oszlophoz kotétt néi szent alakja (Szt. Afra),
aranyalapon, igen durvén atfestve. A hatlapon ugyanez a szent né festve, sotét kék alapon. XV.-XVI. sz. Erésen
atjavitva.” (Lakatos-Balla 291. old.) Téves az a leltarkdnyvi bejegyzés, amely szerint Simor vasarolta 1884-ben a
Schniitgen gyUjteménybdl.
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Restauralas
1982 Szényi Zsuzsanna (domborm(ves oldal)
1985 Tarbay Anna Maria (festett oldal)
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» Sarkadi Nagy Emese: Die Heilige Afra zu Esztergom und das Retabel aus Schwabisch Hall in der Berliner
Skulpturensammlung. Eine Altarstiftung der Schenken von Limpurg in Wirttembergisch Franken. JAHRBUCH DER
BERLINER MUSEEN 2020 (2021), 137-156.

* Magyarorszdg mlemléki topografidja I. Esztergom 1. Esztergom mlemlékei (6sszedllitotta: Genthon Istvan;
Budapest 1948) 152. (Szent Katalinként azonositja)
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